ROBESPIERRE
fluence has been exaggerated, although Hebert, who at
times does not lack insight, pays the following tribute
to her power: "The tender half of the virtuous Roland
leads France to-day on a leash as did once the Pompa-
dours and the du Barrys. Brissot is the Grand Equerry
of this new queen; Louvet, her Chamberlain; Buzot,
her Grand Chancellor; Fauchet, her Almoner; Bar-
baroux, her Captain of the Guard; Vergniaud, her
Grand Master of Ceremonies; Guadet, her Cup Bearer;
Lanthenas, her Head Usher."
But, whatever her influence, it did not serve to allay
passion, for Madame Roland was capable of great
rancour. In fact, once she took a dislike to a man there
was hardly any absurdity she would not believe of him.
Thus, in her memoirs, she charges Danton and Fabre
d'Eglantine with nothing less than burglary.
As so many other women, Madame Roland had been
a great admirer of Robespierre. Only a year before she
had written him a long letter, in which she addressed
him in the most flattering terms. But he had failed to
come under her sway. Unlike his former friend Buzot,
he had succumbed neither to the wiles of the politician
nor to the charm of the woman, and when shortly after
the xoth of August she wrote to him, asking him to
come and see her so he might be shown the error of
his ways, and he did not even trouble to reply, she
regarded him as a lost sheep, and marked him for
slaughter.
The grand assault on Robespierre of the 29th of
October, 1792—the supreme effort made before Ther-
midor to stop his rise to power—seems to have
originated with Madame Roland. The choice of Louvet
as chief champion against him alone proves this. For
why Louvet? Why not Vergniaud, so much more
worthy of his mettle? Madame Roland did not like
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